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Abstract 
Education is a crucial tool for moral, social, economic, political and 
technological development of any society. In the light of this, the importance 
of education to the development and sustenance of the state cannot be 
overemphasized. This means that education is very important in enhancing 
poverty eradication, self-reliance and national development. It is in lieu of 
this that government all over the world have at least, in principles, placed 
high premium on educational development of their various societies. It is also 
in recognition of this that the United Nations General Assembly in 1948 
stated that everyone has the right to education which shall be compulsory at 
the primary level. This paper therefore, looked at the different concepts of 
poverty, self-reliance and national development as it relates to education, as 
well as objectives of Nigerian education and their relevance to poverty 
eradication in Nigeria and how these challenges can be regenerated and 
solved to prosper the generality of Nigerians citizens in the near future. 
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 Nigeria aims at self-reliance at all levels especially as one of her cardinal 
goals. Her belief is expressed in her commitment to educational provision as it is 
written in the Federal Republic of Nigeria National Policy on education (FRN, 2013) 
that education is an instrument “per excellence” for effecting national development. In 
the National Policy on Education, it was clearly spelt out that for the benefit of all 
citizens, the country’s educational goals shall be relevant to the needs of all individuals 
and the society, all these will be with the realities of our environment and the global 
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world at large. Accordingly, the quality of instruction at all levels is to orientate values 
such as: 
i. Respect for the worth and dignity of the individual. 
ii. Faith in man’s ability to make rational decision. 
iii.  Moral and spiritual principle in inter-personal and human relations. 
iv. Shared responsibility for the common good of society. 
v. Promotion of the physical and psychological development of all children and 
above all 
vi. Acquisition of competencies necessary for self-reliance (FRN, 2004). 
This paper examines the role of the Nigerian state in promoting the educational sector 
with a view to recommending ways of improvement in order to strategically rejuvenate 
education in order to eradicate the challenges of poverty, self-reliance and sustainable 
development in Nigeria. In doing this, this paper intends to briefly clarify some of the 
concepts like poverty, education, self-reliance and sustainable national development. 
 
Concept of Poverty 
 The concept of poverty can be viewed in different ways. It can be where an 
individual could not provide for himself or family, the basic necessity of life such as 
food, shelter, clothing, simple means of transport or elements of good health or also if 
there are no access of providing these basic needs, like cash inheritance, assistance 
from extended family, government and organizations. Others view poverty in more 
dimensional angle or micro dimension. These angles could be intellectual poverty, 
political poverty, managerial poverty (Ali et al, 2000). Osaat (2009) sees poverty in 
four major angles, income poverty, capability poverty, participation poverty and 
consequential poverty, while income poverty means lack of income; capability poverty 
means an absence of freedom to participate in economic life of the community. Harry 
et al (2013) see poverty as inability to have income to meet the desired needs. Poverty 
has great influence on the acquisition of education; so if poverty is reduced to the 
barest minimum then, this will greatly influence the acquisition of education. They 
further describe poverty as the scarcity of basic human needs. When a household fund 
meant for feeding and providing other basic services is below a certain standard value, 
the family is said to be in a state of penury (poverty). Today poverty is one of the most 
serious problems that plagues the country. 
 Nigeria is one of the most populous nation in Africa and the sixth largest oil 
producing country in the world with an estimated population of 150 million people 
living in rural and urban areas. Adebayo (2007) stressed that 40-45% of Africa’s 
population live in absolute poverty and 30% belong to the extreme poor. Those in 
absolute poverty live on a dollar per day. According to World Bank Report (1999), 
Nigeria is placed among 25th poorest countries in the world. According to the National 
Planning Commission (2004), two-thirds of the population is poor despite the fact that 
Nigeria is the 6th producer of oil in the world. Yet 70% of Nigerians live below poverty 
as lack of information, people who suffer inappropriate public policies and 
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programmes. It is not the condition of not having enough money, rather it is a 
deprivation or lack of meagreness. Poverty brings about a lot of vices like drug 
trafficking, prostitution, kidnapping, smuggling, examination malpractice and so on. 
 However, poverty eradication could be regarded as any positive efforts by 
individuals, organisations, groups like non-governmental organisations (NGO), 
government to influence the status in individuals, groups or nations. The removal or 
minimization of factors which contribute to poverty eradication in Nigeria is that of 
providing citizens with those congenial opportunities that would enable them provide 
the basic and essential means of achieving socio-economic independence. The factors 
of poverty are crime, illiteracy, unemployment, high cost of services, instability, 
insecurity, poor and inadequate or complete absence of municipal services and these 
must be addressed or controlled to manageable state (Njoku, 2002). 
 To regenerate simply means to improve, to give new life or vigour to a place, 
or system especially by making it more active or successful. For the purpose of this 
paper, it is appropriate to the educational system which is faced with crisis and a lot of 
challenges’, there is need to be rejuvenate, revitalize, reposition and rehabilitate it. 
 
What is Education? 
 Education is an art of imparting knowledge, skills, attitudes and values to 
someone with the aim of bringing about a change in behaviours. Education is about a 
deliberate or conscious attempt by one person to effect a change in the behaviours of 
another person by exposing the person and presenting certain experiences. It could be a 
way of transmitting from one generation to the next, the accumulated wisdom and 
knowledge of the society and the preparation of young people for active participation 
in societal maintenance or development. However, through education, individuals are 
expected to learn appropriate desired behaviours, attitudes, societal values, skills and 
competencies to make them useful to themselves, parents, governments and to 
contribute to the development of the larger society. 
 The main central role of education in development is well stressed in the 
National Policy on Education (2013) as it states: that not only in education the greatest 
force that can be used to bring out redress, it is also the greatest investment that the 
nation can make for the quick development of its economic, political, social and 
human resources. 
 Education according to Okafor (2002) is a process of acculturation through 
which the individuals are helped to attain the development of their potentialities and 
maximum activation when necessary, according to right reason and to achieve hereby 
in perfect self-fulfilment. It was in the same way that Chauhan (1987) sees education 
as the shaping of behaviour or modification of behaviour of the individuals for 
adjustment in the society. Again, Kosemani (1995) describes education as a social 
institution invented by man to satisfy societal needs. These needs are unique to each 
society and are addressed in different ways by different societies depending on the 
peculiar point in time. This is what Dewey (1963) meant when he said “the aim (of 
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education) is a matter of emphasis at a given time.”  This shows that, the role, direction 
and character of education is a function of the prevalent philosophy of life and 
circumstance operative in any society or nation at any point in time. And since society 
is a dynamic organisation, the character and function of education change from time to 
time. In essence, education does not exist in a vacuum. It is a product of its 
environment. The society or nation is itself a by-product of its history, political system, 
sociology, religion and economy. Dewey (1963) had earlier on described education as 
the scientific process by which means man studies the world and accumulate 
knowledge which leads to useful and intellectual living. It therefore serves as a means 
of meeting the needs of the society. Since it has to be transmitted from one generation 
to another generation, it encourages the socialization of people into the socio-political 
system. Education therefore is a comprehensive endeavour that gives knowledge about 
all aspects of human life. It is seen as formalised and institutionalized instruction to 
individual or people within the society to enable them acquire relevant skills that will 
enable them not only to be useful to themselves but to contribute to the development of 
their society both at home and their local environment. 
 
Self-Reliance and Sustainable Development 
 If education is the process of acquisition of knowledge, aptitudes and skills 
that empower an individual to live a worthwhile and purposeful life; it therefore means 
if an individual is provided with tools and knowledge that will enable him/her develop 
some basic practical or theoretical skills, such knowledge can be used to earn an 
income and he/she will be self-reliant. 
 From Wikipedia, sustainable development can be defined as the sum total of a 
person’s life-style within limited resources in meeting his/her needs without 
compromising the needs of others, so as to create a balance between our socio-
economic systems and the earth’s natural resource systems. This is why to attain 
sustainable development, one must be self-reliant. 
 At the attainment of independence in 1960, the Nigerian educational system 
curriculum was changed and reviewed with the aim of developing a curriculum that 
would meet the Nigerian desire for self-reliance and national sustainable development. 
Many programmes and policies have been introduced to reform education in line with 
the development needs of the nation. 
 
Education, Poverty Eradication, Self-reliance and National Sustainable 
Development 
 There is a relationship between these concepts, education, poverty eradication, 
self-reliance and sustainable national development. Education directs the pattern and 
nature of poverty eradication and self-reliance and sustain national development. 
Sander (1955) stressed that: there are countries that, unnecessary poverty prevails 
because people as a whole, are unaware of methods whereby it can be relieved. There 
are vast tracks of land, abandoned or never cultivated, which could support a thinking 
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community, if full, use were made of the knowledge and skills. There are innumerable 
people suffering from diseases which can be cured and from which, by following a 
simple scientific rules of hygiene, they need never again suffering… To raise the 
standard of living in any country, two things are needed; scientific knowledge and 
population sufficiently educated to understand how to apply it. Without the later, the 
expected benefits of development will not come. 
 Abayode (1977) captures this, when he argues that in a community where 
knowledge (education) is not allowed to grow, that community remains largely 
elementary and primitive in self-reliance and national development. Such a community 
will therefore, find it difficult to tackle the challenge of poverty eradication. Self-
reliance and sustainable national development does not start with goods but rather, it 
starts with people and their education, organisation and discipline. Without these 
elements, all resources remain latent and untapped. 
 Bushirk (1976) in his analysis on how the relationship between education and 
national development can attain self-reliance and poverty eradication in Africa, asserts 
that our true source of power in the world has not been our armies and not certainly 
our diplomacy, but rather productive and qualitative education. 
 All these has to do with the fathoming of the ocean of truth, the conquering of 
the mountain of facts and the exploration of the forest of knowledge for the 
development of man’s intellect and improvement of his environment. Intelligence 
properly developed and used can eliminate all human problems including poverty, 
diseases and war. 
 It is therefore important having looked at the relationship and established the 
dialectical link. The focus of this paper is to look at the objectives and goals of 
education in Nigeria to see whether they are capable of enhancing poverty eradication, 
self-reliance and sustain national development. 
 
Objectives of Nigerian Education and their Relevance to Poverty Eradication, 
Self-Reliance and National Development 
 The National Policy on Education (2013) outlines the national educational 
aims and objectives as follows: 
i. The inculcation of the right types of values and attitudes for the survival of the 
individual and the Nigerian society. 
ii. The training of the mind in the understanding of the world around us, the 
acquisition of appropriate skill abilities and competences both mental and physical as 
equipment for the individual to live in and contribute to the development of the 
society. 
A number of educational policies and strategies have also been put in place to address 
issues. Some of these policies and strategies are: 
a) Development of a citizenship curriculum. Beginning from the 1980’s when the 
second version of the national policy on education was published, it was wrongly felt 
that something had to be done to redress the well-known negative situation in which 
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Nigerians tended not to identify themselves more as belonging to a nation. They 
identified themselves by ethnic groups. Citizenship education was therefore introduced 
to inculcate new values of sense of belonging. 
b) Language education policy was evolved where children are taught in their 
mother tongue in primary schools while two other Nigerian languages were made 
compulsory for students in junior secondary schools. 
c) Cultural creative arts designed to take pupils back to their cultural roots and 
environment, as well as encouraging inter-state excursions were also promoted with 
students exchange programs given prominence. 
d) The Federal Ministry of Education established unity schools in the 1970s. it 
has been the policy of the Federal Ministry of Education to establish two federal 
government colleges in each state, one for girls and the other mixed. Each school is 
designed to be a mini Nigerian community promoting the best attitude. 
e) The introduction of National Youth Service was done in good faith which was 
an attachment of national character and national spread tended to promote and 
inculcate national consciousness and unity. 
Despite the good efforts of the Federal government and the laudable objectives and 
goals of education in Nigeria and the enabling strategies and policies, the Nigerian 
educational system has not solved the numerous problems faced by the Nigerian state. 
Some of these problems are corruption, hunger, poverty, indiscipline, technological 
backwardness, lack of accountability, fraud, religious and ethnic animosity. All these 
have not only threatened national unity but has threatened efforts at self-reliance and 
national development. 
 According to Akpa (1990), for education to be tagged relevant for self-reliance 
and national development, it has to be tailored to present the necessary knowledge and 
be able to also discover how to apply that knowledge and skills more directly to 
solving political, economic and social problems of the society. This is derived from the 
fact that, employers of labour have described graduates from Nigerian universities as 
unemployable. If this trend is not looked into, the goal of self-reliance and national 
development cannot be achieved. 
 Since 1960, educators have become worried over the trend of education in 
meeting the goals of the nation. Inspite of the growth in the number of educational 
institutions in the country, eradicating illiteracy have become a problem. It has also not 
be able to achieve technological development to produce a stable economic and 
political system, functional and accountable leadership as well as develop the economy 
to tackle unemployment, poverty and hunger in the country. 
 
Challenges of the Nigerian System of Education 
 There are series of issues that are affecting the prospects and the relevance of 
educational system in Nigeria in tackling the problem of poverty eradication, self-
reliance and sustainable national development. Some of these problems are: 
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i. Poor salary and lack of motivation for teachers 
The poor salary structure, delay and non-payment of salaries and general poor 
conditions of services characterising the field of education, the context of teachers 
training and work can hardly serve as instruments of self-reliance and sustainable 
national development in the country. The implication is that a person who is supposed 
to be a highly motivated agent and the arrow head of development has become so 
undervalued, demoralised, marginalized and as well as virtually irrelevant to national 
development. It is no surprise therefore that, one of the reactions of this phenomena in 
many states of the federation has been the re-emergence of a mass exodus of teachers 
from the classrooms. 
The above scenario is captures more vividly by Ukeje (1996) who observed that:  
With this state of affairs we can hardly expect much quality education in the schools 
and consequently, cannot make the desired impact on national development. A 
phenomenon termed lack of job satisfaction is blamed for the instability in Nigerian 
education. If teachers are the real builders of tomorrow, we cannot build tomorrow 
with inefficient and disgruntled builders. 
It must therefore be understood that until teacher’s welfare issues are promoted and 
tackled realistically, discussed and upgraded; Nigerian education in its present nature 
and scope cannot fully and systematically inculcate high moral values, high patriotic 
values and high professional and entrepreneurial skills in the individual to promote 
national sustainable development. Thus, the developments of any nation through 
education must address these two issues to a high level of satisfaction. The two issues 
are Funding and Political Factors. 
 
ii. Funding 
Inadequate funding stems from the wrong application of resources for the development 
of education in Nigeria. Inspite of the huge resources of the country; budgetary 
allocation to education is low. Coupled with the issue of mismanagement, 
development of the educational sector in the country is problematic. 
 
iii.  Political factors 
This has so much to do with decisions by political leaders pertaining establishment, 
management and provision of infrastructure such as school aids to educational 
institutions. Education lacks adequate government patronage due to the character of 
political leadership. Also, people in leadership positions look at teachers and lecturers 
with disdain. In spite of the fact that educational institutions are the store room for 
knowledge, political leaders are very apprehensive about constructive criticisms from 
the academia. This has further made government not to have interest in improving the 
educational system especially in terms of staff welfare and remuneration. This has 
affected the desire for poverty eradication, self-reliance and national development. 
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Regeneration of Eradication for Poverty Eradication, Self-Reliance and 
Sustainable Development 
 Towards certain specific objectives, there is a need for development strategy 
as a conscious state policies and actions. The structure of society and the economy 
should be for the attainment of objectives are to be spare headed by those in power to 
bring about desirable changes. The success of any development strategy is predicated 
upon the extent to which has been achieved its objectives. However, the direction of 
state policies and actions cannot be neutral, since the state itself is not. Therefore, the 
choice of a particular development strategy or policy of the struggle among socio-
economic groups for the control of the resources of power and appropriation of wealth 
in the production process. The state is a place where policies are articulated in the 
objective interest of those in power irrespective of whether such other policies are 
inimical to the interests of other social groups (Abdullahi, 1985). It is based on this 
that I wiil access the nature of policies evolved by the Nigerian state in regenerating 
education for poverty eradication, self-reliance and national development. 
 According to Akangbru (1989), the fundamental philosophy that has guided 
the direction of educational policies in Nigeria since independence has been the 
development of high level of manpower or human capacity for increased productivity. 
This has failed as many Nigerian graduates cannot write a formal application letter. 
This is due to poor funding of educational institutions, inadequate remuneration, 
declining value system among others. In order to reposition for self-reliance and 
national development the following are recommended; 
 
i. Values re-orientation: There is a need to reform the value system of students 
and teachers. There is decline in educational development and knowledge acquisition 
due to lack of commitment by students. Students are not ready to settle down and read 
but to go after lecturers and teachers begging for scores. Others engage in cult 
activities to intimidate lecturers and of cause, the end result of such students is that 
they become unemployable. 
 
ii. Teaching for co-operative learning: according to Okolodile as quoted by 
Harry et al (2013), co-operative learning is student-centred approach, where students 
learn in small groups of five with the teacher as a guide. The students co-operate with 
each other to perform or complete particular tasks. This kind of instructional strategy 
offers the students opportunity to effectively interact with each other, to make 
decisions and choices in their learning process and to learn through greater knowledge 
of each other needs. 
 
iii.  Relating classroom activities to learners’ life experience:  There are a 
number of home activities that have scientific and technological relevance. Teachers 
need to explore the students’ environment to the advantage of teaching for 
entrepreneurship skills acquisition. The philosophy underlying this strategy is 
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predicated on the need to carry along scientific and technological myths prevalent in 
our traditional culture. Norman (2003) believes that learning is enhanced when 
knowledge input is linked with prior knowledge and that as learners receive 
information, they organize it around their previously developed cognitive structures 
(schema). Each learner has unique schema depending on the type of experience he or 
she has been subjected to and such experiences tend to influence his/her response to 
prevalent situations. 
 
iv. Teaching for transfer of learning: Transfer to new tasks is better achieved, if 
in learning, learners discover relationships for themselves. According to Reader et al 
(1998) all new learning involves transfer based on previous learning. Therefore, 
teaching of concepts should be such that is encourages transfer of learning. Therefore, 
teaching of concepts should be such that is encourages transfer or learning. The 
similarity between learning experiences and familiar day-day experiences encourages 
transfer of learning. 
 
v. Training for the appropriate skills : It is often common that people are 
trained for some skills which they later cannot utilize because of its relevance. 
Teaching should be such that learning activities have direct relevance and applicability 
to the learner’s daily life. Students are generally not interested in acquiring knowledge 
just for the sake of it. They would like to see a relationship between what they study in 
school and the life they would live after formal school. 
 
vi. Using field trips as method of teaching: Although the school is the central 
location for learning. This does not mean that it is the only venue or place for learning. 
It is true that students need a place where they can organize and articulate their 
educational thoughts and ideas and even practice them. The outdoorequally holds its 
own as a source that is well utilized, can develop and stimulate students in their 
learning process. The use of outdoor as instructional method/strategy offers the 
possibilities for exposing students to real-life variety of experiences that is taught in 
school. 
 
vii.  Internship : sending students on internship will give them opportunity to 
practice with small business organisations with a view to exhibiting the skill they have 
learned in the school. Students may also be encouraged to apply for a paid holiday 
internship with local entrepreneurs. Through these programmes, entrepreneurship 
awareness among youths is promoted and a stronger bridge between the school 
systems and the business world is further strengthened and enhanced. 
 
viii.  School seminars and workshops: Seminars and workshops on 
entrepreneurship skills and attributes which are needed by entrepreneurs to succeed in 
business should periodically be organized for students. Here successful entrepreneurs 
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and financial experts could be invited to deliver lectures on entrepreneurial practices. 
This would help to broaden students’ knowledge and horizon. Lukeman et al (2010) 
listed some business skills which can be taught in school to include: business planning, 
opportunity recognition and selection, business ideas generation, resource 
management, time management, people management, customer relation and marketing 
goods and services. When one acquires these business skills and management 
competencies necessary for setting up a business enterprise, such a person is said to 
have acquired entrepreneurial skills. 
 
ix. Recognizing individual talent and differences: Each learner has a pattern 
and rhythm of growth peculiar to the individual. There are notable differences that 
exist between individuals in the rate of learning, energy output, depth of feelings and 
emotions, physical and social development. Teachers need to have a good knowledge 
of his/her students’ abilities and interests. The activities and experiences to be 
provided in the class must be sequenced in such a way that a reasonable uniformity for 
each level or stage is built into the lesson plan. 
 
x. Government should improve funding of the educational sector: There is a 
need for the federal and state governments to increase budgetary allocation to 
education so as to have enough infrastructure to aid teaching, learning and other 
effective and efficient educational activities. The absence of proper learning 
environment has indeed affected the performance and productivity of member staff 
and students in most educational institutions in the Nigeria. Pupils sit on the floor to 
receive teaching while most universities do not have enough lecture rooms and office 
accommodation to facilitate teaching and learning. If self-reliance and sustainable 
development is to be promoted, there is a need for proper funding. 
 
xi. Science and technical education in the country is crucial : The government 
in promoting science and technology education has not sustained the enthusiasm and 
zeal at which it has shown much earlier in years past. In most states in Nigeria, 
government leave teachers’ salaries unpaid for months, some technical schools are 
abandoned. Science education is also not given the desired attention it deserves. Most 
science oriented schools are not equipped with important equipment and chemicals 
needed for practical work. This makes it difficult for students to learn and understand 
what they are expected to practice. There is therefore, the need to encourage science 
and technical education through proper funding in order to regenerate the educational 
sector in Nigeria to tackle the challenges of self-reliance and national development. 
 
xii. Encouraging the boarding system: Most schools in Nigeria are day schools 
and this has contributed immensely to the poor standard of education. Students from 
boarding schools often do better than those who attend day schools. It is important 
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therefore that government should enact a legislation in support of the boarding system 
of education and also subsidize it to enable the sustenance of the system in Nigeria. 
 
xiii.  Social and economic development: A link should be established between a 
programme of mass education and national production in other to bring out technical 
skills and innovative talents to beer on national development. This can be followed 
with reward for hard work, motivation and discipline as fundamental values shaping 
development. This can be called patriotism, discipline and handwork which can be 
cultivated as societal values for a nation which the government does not show much 
concern. 
 
Conclusion 
 This paper examines regenerating education in Nigeria for poverty eradication, 
self-reliance and sustainable development. It is a well-established fact thatthe Nigerian 
educational system has been guided by the philosophy of developing manpower for 
national development. This has not been achieved due to such problems as poor 
funding, poor remuneration, and declining value system among others. In order to 
regenerate the Nigeria’s educational system and to tackle the challenges of poverty 
eradication, self-reliance and national development, the government has to improve 
funding, enhance the promotion of ethical education, and review the educational 
curriculum to ink education to the goals of attaining self-reliance and sustainable 
national development. 
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